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S.A.T.S. 

 
GENERAL BOTHA OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION 

http://www.generalbotha.co.za 
FEBRUARY 2012  

JOINT NEWSLETTER 
 
Has your address changed? Please send your updated details to Tony Nicholas Chairman Cape Town (details above).  
Do you have an interesting article for this newsletter? Please send your contributions to Dennis Henwood, 
dhenwood@iafrica.com Phone: +27 (0)21 6716373.  Fax: +27 (0)86 6706710.  
Can you read this Newsletter? If not please let us know. We can send you larger print if it is necessary.  
We celebrate the 90th Anniversary of the Ship this year. This will be a particular celebration at the 
various Branch Commissioning Day ceremonies and Memorial Service. This is a good opportunity for 
all Obies to get together and catch up with Chums and Old Salts as well as Shipmates. Please diarise 
and book for the appropriate function in your area as listed below and over the page.  
 

FORTHCOMING CAPE TOWN EVENTS 
• Tuesday 13th March 1230 for 1300 – Pub lunch, Royal Cape Yacht Club. 
• Saturday 24th March 2012, 1030 for 1100 – Annual General Meeting, Kelvin Grove Club, 

Camp Ground Road, Newlands, next door to Newlands Cricket Club. 
• Saturday 24th March 2012, 1230 for 1300 – Commissioning Day Lunch, Kelvin Grove Club, 

Camp Ground Road, Newlands, next door to Newlands Cricket Club. Partners welcome. Dress; 
club blazer and tie preferred or ladies equivalent. Price R265 p.p., cash bar. Should any member 
find difficulty with the price please contact a committee member. What is vitally important to 
us is that you and your wife attend the function. We look forward to seeing you all there on the 
day. 

• Sunday 25th March 2012 @ 1000 – War Memorial Service, at our cenotaph, corner of 
Heerengracht and Hertzog Boulevard, Cape Town. The service shall be followed by sumptuous 
refreshments at the Mission to Seafarers. In case of inclement weather the service shall be held 
at the Mission to Seafarers, Duncan Road, Table Bay Harbour. Dress; club blazer and tie 
preferred or lounge suit, with medals, or ladies equivalent.  

• Booking for the Commissioning Day Lunch is important, please RSVP by Wednesday 21st 
March 2012 to: 

• Kathy Nicholas:  phone 021-788 5957  
o Email:   cptchairman@generalbotha.co.za 
o Facsimile:  086 604 0811 

• Pre-payment for the Commissioning Day Lunch would be appreciated by our over 
stressed Treasurer. Payment details in the Slop Chest section of this newsletter.  

PO Box 22015, 
Glenashley, 4022 

 
Chairman: Derek McManus  
Tel. (O): +27 (0)31 3039563 
Tel. (H): +27 (0)31 7673719 
 
Secretary: Ernest Nellmapius 
ernestn@saol.com  
Cell:      +27 (0) 835328198 
Tel (O):  +27 (0)31 5620005 
  

PO BOX 4515 
CAPE TOWN 

8000 
Chairman: Tony Nicholas 
 
cptchairman@generalbotha.co.za 
Tel. (O): +27 (0)21 421 4144 
Fax: +27 (0)86 604 0811 
Cell:  +27 (0)82 555 2877 
Tel. (H): +27 (0)21 788 5957 
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The GBOBA, Natal, AGM & Commissioning Day Dinner  
is scheduled Friday 16th March 2012 

 
TIME:  18h00 for 19h00 
VENUE: RNYC – Trafalgar Room 
COST: R130 

 
BOOKING: Derek McManus     H - 031 7673719 

Ernest Nellmapius   Email -  ernestn@saol.com  
 

GAUTENG BRANCH 
The next Gauteng Branch get-together will be held on Sunday, 11 March 2012 at the usual time of 
12h30 for 13h00.  Dress smart casual. 
  
The function will be hosted by Tony Hunter and will be held at a venue to be determined. At the time 
of writing we are still engaged in finalising the venue and price so Gauteng members will be 
individually notified of the outcome of these negotiations at a later date. 
 

AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 
Function  90th Anniversary Commissioning Day Lunch and AGM       
Date  Saturday 10th March, 2012 
 
Time   From 1200 – Lunch at 1300 
 
Venue    The Great Northern Hotel. 
                   Corner Mowbray Road West & Pacific Highway, 
                    Chatswood, 
        Sydney. (aprox 500 metres NW of Artarmon Railway Station ) 
Cost   Order and pay for your own food. Kitty can be organized for drinks. 
Dess                 Bothie Blazer, Badge and Tie requested for all Old Boys  

 
RSVP   Please reply by 1st of March so that we can get indicative numbers 
 
TO  Peter O’Hare, Hon Secretary/Treasurer,  

3 San Giorgio Circuit, Castle Hill, NSW 2154  
Telephone 0417028809; Email peteroh@bigpond.com  

 
General Botha Southern Lunch  

The next lunch will be held at the Seven Seas Club, Simon’s Town on Tuesday 17 April 2012 at 1200 
for 1300. Those wishing to attend are requested to telephone Brad Wallace-Bradley on 021-786-1957 
or Ian Manning on 021-782-1559 before 1700 on Friday 13 April 2012 to make reservations. This will 
be the 25th quarterly Southern Lunch since its inception. 
 

FROM THE BRIDGE OF s.s. CAPE TOWN 
Another year has passed and as we approach our AGM and Commissioning Day celebration a new 
Springbok Rugby coach has been appointed. Thus Neil Brown, my two grandsons and I look forward 
to a successful season of Super Rugby, Tri-Nations and Currie Cup, 2011 Rugby World Cup is best 
forgotten by us in S.A. and Aus down under. 
On the subject of the AGM and Commissioning Day celebration [lunch] as well as the Memorial 
Service the following day, I look forward to your strong support. Much hard work is put into these 
events not only to keep the association alive but also to keep the legend alive. 
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The legend is still much in the forefront of 
maritime training in Cape Town, a report on 
the bursary fund elsewhere in this publication. 
But we, the GBOBA, continue to sponsor an 
annual prize to a deserving student graduating 
from the Lawhill Maritine Centre. Last year 
November we awarded our prize of binoculars 
to a very bright and presentable young man 
Snikiwe Msezane (Picture on right), look out 
for him on the bridge one of these days. We 
wish him fair weather. 
Ian Manning’s book on Gus Legassick was a 
sell out and many positive reviews received. 
Well done sir, must buy you lunch one day. 
However identifying some of your payments 
in our bank account became a nightmare. 
Despite my request to identify your direct 
deposit [EFT] payments with your surname at least, we have found many anonymous deposits in our 
bank account. Once such deposit has 9519 as a reference. Our cadet numbers went up to just under 
3,000 so whoever 9519 is, we have received your cash thanks. In future when paying for anything 
directly into our bank account please ensure you use your surname as a reference and another 
identifying aspect. E.g. slop, book, AGM, etc. Thus I shall not be hounding you for payment. 
Ian Manning has also found someone who manufactures magnetic badges and had a sample made of 
our GBOBA badge. The outcome was stunning and hence we have purchased a supply of these. Can be 
used on your bar fridge or on your car, as I have done. I have noted that they stick on modern day Land 
Rovers as well, appears the factory ran short of aluminum. They look as a permanent fixture and thus 
are safe from pilferage. A photograph appears on our website in the slop chest section. Price at only 
R25 I look forward to your purchases. 
Peter O’Hare recently attended the 20th anniversary lunch of the Australian Maritime Musuam in 
Sydney. At his table was a lady named Fairlie Clifton and her father was Cadet Frank Valentine 
Maclear Graves of 1926-1928. Rather a small world and our Legend Lives On. 
One becomes rather accustomed to most new ships being built in the East these days that I was in error 
reporting the new South African Antartic vessel was being built there. In fact the new SA Agulhas is 
not being built in China, it’s being built at the STX Finland Oy Shipyard – Rauma. She is currently 
being fitted out there. My apology and thanks to Patrick Attwood 1980 for pointing this out. 
Charles Reid 1981 recently suffered a very serious motorbike accident and was in intensive care, and 
coma, for quite a period. He has subsequently recovered sufficiently to go home but it is a long road to 
recovery. All the best Charles and we look forward to seeing you back on the scene again. Our prayers 
worked whilst you were in hospital and we continue to pray for your full recovery.  
 

SOS 
NAME CLASS LAST KNOW ADDRESS 

Kevin Moran 1973 Carrigaline, Republic of Ireland 
Andrew Stevens 1985 New Germany, Kwa-Zulu Natal 
Paul Aarden 1969 Halfway House, Gauteng 
 
All please pull your fingers out and locate these AWOLs for us. 
 
Old Boy George Bennett 1933/34 passed away some years ago, his son writes; “I am trying to get info 
about my father, George Bennett [# 670 – 1933/34] for an article in the SMH . I am trying to verify a 
story I read in the GB archives in Cape Town about 12 years ago that that my Dad had entertained 
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Field Marshal Montgomery on his ship , after being the first minesweeper into Tobruk – but have not 
had any luck so far.” Is there anyone out there who can assist with this mystery? 
 

ANCHORS AWEIGH 
K.G. WILLARD 1942/43. Keith served with the South African Naval Force until 1947 as a Sub-
Lieutenant.  Then he took up a career in accounting and retired in 1986 from Woolbrokers, B.K.B. 
Deceased 25/10/2011. 
K.A. SNOW 1950/51. Ken served 35 years in the Royal Navy and then 12 years at Westminster Abbey 
in London. 2002 Retired and was subsequently a regular visitor to Cape Town attending many of our 
functions and reunions. I have been recently told that Ken was the Admiral in charge of the Royal 
Naval Task Force during the Falklands war. Sadly weigh his anchor 05/12/2011. 
A.E. NOONE 1942/4. Aubrey served his apprenticeship with "Alfred Holt & Co". Sailed on a few 
convoys to USA & Canada, back to Liverpool - rest of time in Far East. Wrote his 2nd Mates ticket in 
London, March 1947.  Joined Safmarine 1948.  3rd Mate on Vergelegen - Old Victory Ship.  Thereafter 
joined "National Cash Register" or NCR Corp. Took early retirement after 35 years. Kept busy working 
Autoship in Stellenbosch. 1939-45 Star, Victory Medal, Pacific Star. Deceased 22/12/2011 
G.V. WINCH 1950/51. Graham became an electrician with Eskom and gained an engineering 
diploma.  1960 joined East London Technical College as a teacher before becoming a partner in an 
electrical wholesale company in 1967.  1972 joined Johnson & Johnson and Tek Industrials as their 
Procurement Manager.  Retired in 1996 to devote his time to East London City Council having served 
on the town council since 1974.  1995 elected to the East London City Council as Executive 
Councillor. Also served on the Sea Fisheries Advisory committee to the Minister for seven years. 
Deceased 03/01/2012 
Graham was apparently a keen angler and he recently wrote a letter to a ski boat magazine. “There was 
an eccentric millionaire who moored his converted crash-boat in Gordon’s Bay. This gent usually 
arrived at Gordon’s Bay harbour in a chauffeur driven Rolls Royce, accompanied by one or two 
scantily clad beauties who really had the cadets gawking. One day he arrived at the harbour, driving 
himself, with six bleating sheep in the Roll’s passenger section! Quite crazy. All that money and not a 
clue.” 
B.W. BENNETT 1944/45. Deceased 10th December 2011. 1946 Basil joined the ss Lawhill as cadet, 
later transferred to the Plettenberg. Resigned from the S.A.R. & H. and joined the Johannesburg City 
Council where he was employed in various sections. Worked for a period for Chamber of Mines before 
returning to the Johannesburg City Council where he stayed until retirement. Basil was a powerful man 
of 220 lbs in his youth, was Mr Johannesburg and played front row prop for Union and Pirates. He also 
played cricket for Marks Park as well as baseball. He loved motorcycles and owned a number of them 
including an old Army Harley Davidson, a Triumph Twin and a Tiger Triumph. Basil often rode to 
Scottburgh on holiday, stayed in the life saver’s hut and as he was a powerful swimmer, assisted the 
life savers. A remarkable man. 
A.W. SMITH 1954/55. Over the years we have had a number of enquiries for Yank Smith and a recent 
one prompted me to request Old Boy Sean Day 1967 over in the USA for assistance. With Seans 
assistance we learn that Alden passed away in 2003. After GB Alden returned to USA and joined the 
United States Merchant Marine Academy, Kings Point, New York. Spent some time at sea with 
American companies and lectured at New York University. Here are some excerpts from his "final 
voyage" notice from his daughter. "My Father and mother, Janice Florence Danielson, were married on 
April 6, 1963 at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, New York. They would call their 
first home Long Island, NY, only to move to Delaware 5 years later.  During their time in New York, 
my Father would graduate from NYU with a Masters of Business, with distinction, work as a Merchant 
Marine Officer as well as working in a grain company when during a brief departure from the Merchant 
Marine. During this time my Mom would attain her Masters Degree at Queens College and as his equal 
partner for life, she began her 30-year career as a Speech Pathologist. Once moved to Delaware, my 
partners continued to enjoy their time together taking in New York Jets Games (the year of Namath and 
Super Bowl #3) as season ticket holders.  They would take in the Opera and Broadway, go water skiing 
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on their motor boat, watch ALL sports, dance, play bridge to the early morning hours with their best 
friends even though their friend’s baby was sleeping in the same room.  During the 27 years in Crofton, 
MD my Father was a Professor of Economics during the school year, and for the first 15 years 
continued as a 2nd or 3rd mate officer for the Merchant Marine.  He worked 12 months a year, while 
Mom was a Speech Pathologist in Prince George's County, MD for 30 years.  As a professor, my 
Father would realize his greatest gift.  Teaching. They have been truly happy and blessed to call 
Rodanthe, North Carolina their last home." 
 
Our sincere condolences to family and shipmates. 
 

SCRANBAG 
H. WALKER 1950/51. We lost contact with Henry two years ago. Following my SOS in a newsletter 
Old Boy Tony Durell did some sleuth work in Montague, the last know address of Henry. Tony 
discovered that Henry had moved to UK and provided a phone number. My repeated calls to such 
number brought no news of Henry. However recently Old Boy William Laure-Smith 1987 wrote; “I 
was in a pub (no surprise there) in Montagu last week when I got chatting to this chap next to me. 
Turned out that he is Henry Walker Class of 1950/51. Small world!! He sailed as Master in Unicorn 
quite a few years back and he has been in the UK for a number of years. He is presently living in 
Montagu and unfortunately has lost contact with Bothie.” Henry gave William his email address which 
was sent to me but unfortunately it came to me as “glowmail” instead of “gmail”, one can imagine that 
the two of them were very much glowing when this exchange took place in the pub. So back to our 
super sleuth Tony Durell who took himself down to the named pub. Needless to say contact was made 
and the legend survives. Now all I need is for Henry to send me his postal address. Thanks Old Boy 
Tony Durell, Bravo Zulu. 
B.H. HAWKINS 1967 #2301. Brian joined Safmarine where stayed until 1974 when joined Durban 
Lines, which was later taken over by Unicorn Lines. Obtained Masters FGN certificate 1976 and sailed 
as master with Unicorn Lines for three years before coming ashore in 1980 as marine surveyor with 
SGS. Rejoined Unicorn Lines in 1981 and served in various senior operational and commercial 
management capacities until resigned in 1997 to establish Diamond Shipping Ships Agency Company 
in South Africa. Sold shareholding in Diamond Shipping in 2001 and bought into Spanfreight Shipping 
[ships agency].name subsequently changed to Mainport Africa Shipping. As shareholder/managing 
director developed the company into niche market specialising in predominantly break bulk, project, 
heavy lift and IMO cargoes. Mainport Africa Shipping represents a number of European heavy lift, 
project, break bulk carriers in Southern Africa. Similarly during this period also established Kestrel 
Maritime PTY LTD as commercial agents/cargo brokers, and 3rd party logistics project logistics 
providers dealing mainly with heavy lift , project ,abnormal and break bulk cargoes. Presently also 
shareholder/managing director in this company based in Durban. Brian, should you require professional 
agency service in Cape Town, give me a call. 
S.P. THEUNISSEN 1973. A recent email sent out by self brought the following auto reply; “On behalf 
of CTL Westrans Shipbrokers, we're very pleased to announce that Philip Theunissen will be joining 
our firm, beginning January 3rd, 2012. Philip's areas of expertise is expected to be a great compliment 
with CTL’s existing brokerage team. Coupled with his substantial knowledge of the dry cargo market 
and the relationships he's developed over many years in South Africa, Norway and Canada, it's 
expected he will assist in broadening the scope and areas of concentration for CTL Westrans. We're 
looking forward to the new year with Philip as part of our team and appreciate your continued support 
towards he and the balance of the CTL crew.” As I said Philip, if you need a professional ships agent in 
South Africa, give me a call. 
A. CROSS 1966. Bothie Boys remain adventurous, Andy writes; “As 2012 approaches a new chapter 
is about to start for me. I have signed up for the 2013/14 Clipper Round the World Race 
http://www.clipperroundtheworld.com/ Unfortunately I can not afford to do all 8 legs so have signed on 
for the last two, legs 7 and 8. Basically this is from San Francisco to New York via Panama and then 
New York to the finish in UK. This will only take place about March/June 2014 though the race will 
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start in July 2013. There will be 12 x 70ft purpose built racing yachts taking part and training 
commences in April 2012. My own get fit routine will start Jan 2012. Any advice from any salty dogs 
out there will be greatly appreciated.” Yeah, my advice is take plenty of Windhoek Draft with you. 
J.D. BAXTER 1961/62. 1963 to 1966 John sailed with T&J Harrison Line and then with S.A. Marine 
Corporation until 1977. Thereafter sailed as Master with Sanko Line including three years as their 
Marine Superintendent based in Tokyo. 1986 to 1989 Master with Thome Ship Management. 2008 
established Marine Consultants in Australia. Presently living in New Zealand. 
G.G. BROWN 1992. “A short update on myself from this end. Sailed with Safmarine until 1997, came 
ashore for a year to study law. Eventually ran out of necessary funds and went back to sea with De 
Beers as Chief Officer. Sailed with them for around 18months and then took a transfer to Maersk as 
Chief Officer. I sailed with them for around 9 years both on their container fleet and anchor handlers. 
Spent my last 3 years with them as Master on their box boats. In the ensuing period we also moved to 
New Zealand, Christchurch (back in 2002). Eventually resigned from Maersk and took a 6 month 
sabbatical after our son was born. Went back to sea with Sealion Shipping, sailing on a variety of 
vessels, DSV, offshore construction, anchor handlers etc. In 2009 I got offered a position with 
Petroserv (offshore drilling) to standby their new build semi-sub in Korea. Brought the rig out to Brazil 
and served on her for around a year before being transferred to another rig with the same company as 
Barge Master. Resigned from them August this year and am now working for Transocean as Master on 
one of their DP semi-subs offshore Nigeria. Having never worked in Nigeria before I was somewhat 
sceptical but have to say that, so far, it has been a great experience. Have taken a year’s break from 
shaky Christchurch (our home was destroyed in the February earthquake), and am in a frigid Calgary, 
Canada until around June 2012. Fortunately our family was all safe during the earthquake, but having 
actually been inside the house at the time I can state that it was a rather chilling and frightening 
experience to have to go through!” Grant, please send me your postal address and phone numbers, 
pleased you and your family survived the earthquake. 
M.J.I. FINCKEN 1987. I had hoped that Mike and Jim Binos 1958/59 would launch a GBOBA 
branch in sunny McGregor but Mike has left our shores for London. “Still sailing with Greenpeace and 
after five years on the old Rainbow Warrior I am about to inherit the next oldest in the fleet - the Arctic 
Sunrise, an icebreaker. Next stint starts just after Christmas in Amsterdam and we'll be heading to West 
Africa to document and take action on illegal fishing activities.” Be careful out there. 
H.J.R. STEVENS 1957/58 #2076. A class mate reminiscing all the way from Canada came across a 
photograph of Russel with past a Miss South Africa, Anneline Kriel, most interesting. In 1999 Russell 
was, and perhaps still is, Chairman of the Three Cities Group, a hotel chain. Russel writes; “I am not 
retired at seventy one being active in a few businesses but also enjoying a bit of farming wine and 
horses near Plettenberg Bay. After leaving The Bothie I worked at odd things in Johannesburg to fill in 
until I left for the UK to study and then work. On returning to SA I worked for Barlows in various 
marketing positions and left after a final assignment as PA to Punch Barlow the son of the founder. I 
then started my own company which led on to other things and I have enjoyed being my own master 
most of my life although as a Corporate Chairman and director of a few public companies I was 
shackled a bit, I am retired from most now, I work for myself in a few areas and will do so while I feel 
up to it, and then just stick to farming. 
A.J. MACQUILLAN 1950/51 #1662. Reading Ian Manning’s book “No Reward for Duty”, prompted 
Tony to write in. “After leaving G.B. I served my time with Union Castle Line.  After 2nd Mate's 
ticket, P&O until 1957. Then Adelaide Steamship Co. as 4th and 3rd Mate until 1960. 1960 to 1974 
worked my way up to Junior Partner in a stock broking firm in Sydney. 1975 - 1981 Assistant Secretary 
& Secretary of Ampol Petroleum Ltd, Sydney. 1981 - 1987 various small business ventures including a 
Marina purchased from George Bennett, Bothie Old Boy. 1987 cruising with wife Diana in own yacht 
on Australian Coast and in Pacific.  New Zealand, Cooks, Samoa, Tonga, Fiji & New Caledonia. 1995 
completed my yacht cruising. Since retiring in 1999 involved in writing and publishing local histories 
and biographies. 
L.P. STRYDOM 1989. After sailing as Master with Safmarine we now find Leon as Deputy Harbour 
Master in Port Hedland, Australia. 
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R.J.T. GREENSMITH 1973 #2439. Another adventurous Old Boy, Tristam writes; “In 1999 I 
launched my home built replica of Joshua Slocum’s “Spray” in Knysna and for the last 11 years have 
been wandering around the Atlantic, I am now resolved to follow Slocum’s route around the world, 
starting next May in Fairhaven MA in the USA and then across to Gibraltar, back across to Brazil, 
through the Magellan straits, across the Pacific, north of Australia across to Durban and then round the 
Cape back to America. (He originally planned to pass through Suez but the Royal Navy in Gibraltar 
warned him there were too many pirates in the Indian Ocean, so not much change there then.) In the 
unlikely event that things go according to plan I hope to be in Durban in time for the Christmas lunch 
in 2014. Although I will do a lot of the voyage single-handed I would welcome interested crew on-
board or indeed other yachts to sail in company for individual legs. Although I hope to stop at all the 
places Slocum did I intend to stop at a few more including most of the viable ports along the South 
African Coast.” More info can be found on his website at www.saltypost.com  
Don’t forget to join us when you make landfall at a Bothie port. Bon voyage. 
R.K. MCCLELLAND 1974 #2479. Ross has found my ideal retirement job. “I am now managing the 
Port Elizabeth branch of a company called Liquor Runners – doing liquor distribution on behalf of a 
multitude of principles in the liquor industry. Unfortunately though we do not stock my favourite brand 
– I first made the acquaintance of Captain Morgan when he was a mere able Able Seaman – look how 
far he got in life. When I was still at sea there was the saying that guys who leave the sea will either 
become bible punchers or insurance salesman – I made sure that I steered clear of those waters. Just for 
laughs – when asked when one will stop drinking – when the Captain puts his foot down and Johnny 
stops walking. 
P. VAN GYSEN 1976 #2558. After some three years with London Offshore Consultants based in 
Dubai and Qatar Peter has returned to Cape Town. Let us know what you are doing these days Pete. 
G.K. BENNETT 1946/47 #1452. 1948 Gordon indentured with Ellerman Hall Line, sailed on five 
different vessels, promoted to 4th officer before resigning to join Simmer and Jack Mines as a learner 
mine surveyor. Eight years later joined Rand Water Board as Topographical and Engineering Surveyor 
from where he retired after 34 years as Principal Surveyor. Gordon played rugby and soccer after the 
Bothie as well as competitive tennis, from age 20 to 80 years. Places us 60 years old to shame. 
G.C. SPIRES 1975 #2508. After spending a few years somewhere icy as Mooring Master with Smit 
Octo Luktrans, Movorossiysk, Russia, Graham has returned to Cape Town. Look forward to seeing you 
mate. 
 

UNITED KINGDOM BRANCH NEWS—Ted Fisher 
Like many Barbara and I were saddened to learn of the passing Rear Adm. Ken Snow RN Retd. (GB 
1950/51), Ken the last recipient of the Kings Gold Medal and a CCC of 1951. Barbara and I enjoyed a 
wonderful lunch with Ken and Pam in their delightful home overlooking the Solent in Cowes, I.O.W 
early last Spring. They both were great supporters of our GB functions. 
For local information I have been advised by Pam Snow that a Memorial Service for Ken has been 
arranged. It will be in Westminster Abbey, London, on Saturday, 17th March, at 1630 (after Even 
Song).  There will be a reception of light refreshments afterwards. All will be welcome by ticket only 
therefore, you should write to Matthew Arnoldi, Room 17, The Chapter Office, Westminster 
Abbey, Deans Yard, London, SW1P 3PA. Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope with your 
request. 
The Festive Season has now really come and gone. To those OB’s and friends/family who supported 
our joint GBOBA/CONWAY Xmas Lunch in Lymington I would like to thank you all in retrospect. 
Our thanks to Chris Nelson Old Conway Solent for his hard work in arranging supported I’m sure by 
wife Anne...... An excellent do indeed for some 45 plus guests. Perhaps this year 2012 will see a 
contingent of Old Worcester’s at the lunch! 
Regular attendees in no particular order with wife/partner, Doug Wrathmall (56/57), Chris Nash 
(61/62), Donald Neaves (71), Peter Heydenryck (52/53), myself (54/55), Alan Garton. First timers 
Ronald Duigan (82), Claude Dickson (50/51) & wife Dulcie together with daughter Celine with 
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husband Steven who kindly ferried Claude down from Reading. Sadly, Claude is not enjoying the best 
of health and has now been in Reading Hospital since early New Year.... we wish him well! 
They say ‘time flies’... Ronald Duigan’s father Basil attended Bothie 52/53 (sadly deceased 1988) the 
same term as Peter Heydenryck. I am also given to understand that Claude Dixon’s brother or brothers  
attended Bothie as well....perhaps a confirmation from someone in the know? 
I met in December, David Precious, Past Chairman of Old Worcester’s in our capacities as UK Hon. 
Secs of our respective Associations exchanging copies of the latest newsletters and we have requested 
and had confirmed copies of future newsletters will go via email or post to each of us (see Page 11). Of 
interest, OW’s are holding their 150th reunion in Portsmouth Guildhall this coming June. 
Our plaque at the National Memorial Aboretum is to be renovated in conjunction with other Training 
Ship Associations probably sometime during this year. I have made contact with David Parsons 
(Chairman of the Merchant Navy Welfare Board) and he will obviously be co-ordinating this exercise. 
To view the GB plaque go to our website and follow links Gallery>Memorials>Arboretum. 
Richard Hellyer (56/57) has for a number of years joined the march past made up of Merchant Navy 
Association Members at the November Remembrance Parade at the Cenotaph in London and has 
kindly provided an interesting resume of last year’s service which is included in this newsletter. 
Captain Ian Manning SM MMM South African Navy (Retd) (55/56) has written a Biographical Note 
on the life and career of Captain G.V. Legassick DSC RD RNR which I recommend as an excellent 
purchase. I’m sure the book will have received wide readership. I like many cadets of the time were 
unaware of events leading up to the Captain’s dismissal and Ian must be congratulated on his detailed 
research of a man who probably with his team influenced me (if not at the time) then certainly in later 
life. That’s it for now....all the best for the year ahead to one and all.  
Ted Fisher UK Branch tedefisher@aol.com Tel +44(0)1903744400.  
 

AUSTRALIA BRANCH NEWS – Peter O’Hare  
Our Sydney Christmas Lunch was held on Saturday, 3rd December at the Great Northern Hotel, 
Chatswood. Attendance was good including a visitor from South Africa, Neil Du Plessis, 51/52 and a 
surprise attendance from our youngest old boy Ken Downie, 87. Old Boys in attendance were:- Gordon 
Maxwell 40/41, Stan Damp 47/48, Neil Du Plessis 51/52, John Mc Tavish 51/52, Rudolf Auer 59/60, 
Grenville Stevens 60/61, Peter O’Hare 64, Ken Downie 87.  
 
This year is 90 years since the Ship commissioned. Refer to Page 2 for invitation details.  
Regards to all and please get in touch if you are going to be “Down Under”.  
Grenville Stevens     (2189  60/61)      Chairman 
Andy Fothringham    (2525 ’76)          Vice Chairman 
Peter O’Hare             (2247 ’64)          Hon Secretary, Email peteroh@bigpond.com, Tel. 0417 028809.  
 

KZN BRANCH NEWSLETTER   DURBAN – Ernest Nellmapius  
Welcome to another year for General Botha Obies and all of the best for a very good one. 
The Christmas lunch held on Thursday 8th December at the Westville Country Club was a wonderful 
get together with 34 Obies and friends in attendance. We enjoyed an excellent meal and afterwards 
were able to network and many old friends caught up for the first time in many years. We enjoyed good 
support from some of the local shipping companies. Thanks a lot to Derek for organising the venue and 
the many phone calls he made to advertise the event and encourage Obies to attend.  
We continue to enjoy excellent monthly lunches at the RNYC so Obies come down to the bay on the 
first Wednesday of every month catch up with old friends and the general goings on in the maritime 
world 
Obies please bring your wives and partners along to our dinner on the 16th.  There will be a presentation 
for them on the history of the Bothie while the rest of us have our AGM and we will then all gather in 
The Trafalgar Room for a buffet dinner. The venue for our AGM and dinner is very appropriate due to 
the naval themes in the Trafalgar Room and views over the harbour. There is adequate safe parking at 
the RNYC.  
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2012 is the 90th year since the formation of the GBOBA and the 80th year since the first AGM was held 
in Natal. We will celebrate these milestones at our AGM and Commissioning day dinner.  
Early on Sunday 29th January the RMS Queen Mary II came into port and two of our Obies were 
involved.  Don McGhee piloted her in and Gordon Hildyard piloted her out at sunset. When she was 
launched in 2004 she was the largest cruise liner ever built. What a majestic sight it was to see her sail 
off towards the east while the last rays of sun lit up her topsides. We are hoping that one, or both of the 
Pilots will be able to relate their experiences to us at the dinner on the 16th.  
 

DONATIONS RECEIVED July to December 2011  
The Committee is grateful to all who have made contributions over the past six months. These monies 
go a long way to helping with our expenses, and in particular the cost of the Newsletter. All of this 
means that we are able to stretch our funds to see out the life of the Association, keeping all Obies 
informed and in the network.  
The list below is not complete for the period as there are a number of donations that have been received 
which could not be clearly identified. We do urge Obies to identify payments to our account with the 
name of the sender (e.g. D Henwood) and the designation of the funds (e.g. donation, or cap, or 
Legassick book, etc.).  

Donors: R. Higgins (in memory of K. Croone), R. Hogg, J.A. Rayner. B. Greenwood, E. 
Bolton, T. van der Poll, A. Hague, Joubert, E.A.J. Hunter, I. Hare, G.J. Smit, K. Meiklejohn, 
Estae of D. Johnson, L. van Rouendal, O.E. Grappow, R. Rowe, H. Fouche, R. Salmon, J. 
Duncan, R. Kros, P. Semark, A. Macqui, W. van Ryswyck, Bill Goldsmith, E. Bremner, F. 
Oosthuizen, E. Fisher, P. Prest, J. Akester, P. Wade, R. Meaker, E. W. Bottom, A. C. Henry, 
plus six others without information on the deposits made.  

Thank you, and we apologise for any omissions.  
 

The 1952/1953 Reunion in March 2012 
The above intake is holding their 60th Anniversary Reunion between Wednesday 21 March and 
Sunday 25 March. We are inviting our Old Salts and our Chums to join in our celebration. Maybe you'd 
like to just attend the Cocktail Party at the Mission to Seafarers 18.00 Wednesday 21 March, or the 
farewell Braai in the Port of Cape Town Sunday 25 March after the tea at the Mish. What ever you 
decide, contact Keith Meyer 021 7825425...072 2030403, e-mail oldsalt@eject.co.za. We promise not 
to bash our chums if our oldsalts promise not to bash us. Ha! Ha! Ha! From Keith Meyer.  
 

CLASS OF 1953/54 REUNION   
The class of 1953/54 reunion is receiving attention and will be timed to take place in conjunction with 
the 2014 AGM.  Barry Cullen has the situation well in hand and class members will be kept informed 
of the arrangements as they are finalised. There is already widespread interest in this function and some 
of our overseas classmates have already indicated that they will be attending. Ivor Little.  
 

Lawhill Maritime Centre Awards Evening – Keith Burchell  
The Lawhill Maritime Centre Awards 
Ceremony was a milestone in the GBOBA 
history and in its goal of supporting Maritime 
Education and Training. Where the initial 
GBOBA Study Bursary for year 11 & 12 was 
awarded to M/s Zusiphe Mzotho and Mr. Tsoso 
Hanong , here pictured with, from the left Brian 
Ingpen (Lawhill), Rob Whitehead (President 
Master Mariners),  Neil Lawson (Bursary 
Fund),Keith Burchell (Bursary Fund), Peter 
Coetzee (Bursary Fund)  & Phil Wade the 
founding member of the Bursary fund.  In 
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addition the GBOBA Annual prize was awarded (see Page 3). The ceremony itself, which has been 
held every year since the inception of the centre 16 years ago, was an extremely well attended affair. 
There were representatives from all sectors of the Maritime Industry and the speeches by the students 
were very good, and that of Zusiphe our awardee who in particular spoke very well. “Old Boy” Bill 
(Dicky) Damerell spoke of the “Lawhiill” sailing days, which was very appropriate and interesting for 
the students in particular. The Choir sung beautifully and all in all it was a special evening and a credit 
to the Staff and Students of Lawhill.  
 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, CENOTAPH, LONDON 11 NOVEMBER 2011  
Richard B.O Hellyer GB 1956 – 1957  

The group attending the Cenotaph march past every year is made up of Merchant Navy Association 
members. Within this group Union Castle Line field a team of about 12, ex Deck, Engine, Pursers and 
RO’s. We arrive from all points of the compass onto Horse Guards Parade ground before 1000 on the 
day. Armed with a ticket showing group number under which banner we will form up, we start looking 
for our group together with about a thousand others doing the same! 
Much chatter follows as everyone catches up on the intervening years’ activities and stressed 
marshalling commences in an effort to get everyone formed up in lines of 6 abreast. This is not too 
much of a problem for those of us who have spent time marching up and down any number of parade 
grounds in our time, but interesting when asking those not versed in these things to partake! This year 
we did not have a representative of the 1914 / 1918 conflict on parade as the last old soldier had passed 
away 6 months earlier. It was heartening to see that a number of youngsters were attending, proudly 
wearing their grandfather’s medals. The parade forms up in all variety of RAF, Royal Naval, Army, 
Merchant Navy and other associated groups who served during hostilities. At about 1030 the parade 
starts to march off Horse Guards through the archway pass the Privy Council offices and into 
Whitehall. Here again we are marshalled into about 6 columns, each 6 abreast, facing down Whitehall, 
from the Cenotaph back up Whitehall almost to Trafalgar Square.  
The weather this year was exceptional, in that we had a still day with blazing sunshine, not the usual 
cold and damp weather for the time of year and we are treated to some fine music performed by the 
mass military band at the Cenotaph. We can see everything happening around the Cenotaph on large 
TV screens, so whilst being well down Whitehall toward Trafalgar Square we feel very much a part of 
the proceedings. 
At 1100 Big Ben chimes the hour, a single field gun is fired....at that moment a total silence falls over 
the 1000s of people gathered, both those on parade, as well as those who have come to watch. At 1102 
another field gun sounds the ending of the silence period, and we all get ready to march past. This takes 
differing times depending where you are stationed in the columns and this year we were well back so 
about four columns have to march away before it was our turn to go. As each regiment or group march 
past we all give them a round of applause and it is amazing to see so many who have to be so much 
older than we are determined to stand the test of time, not falter at all whilst waiting their turn to move 
away. It is a relief when our turn comes to start the march to the Cenotaph, marching down Whitehall 
passing between Downing Street, the Cenotaph, into Parliament Street. 
The wreath bearer is positioned on our left side and as we pass the Cenotaph a wreath is handed to one 
of the ushers waiting to take it and it is placed with the others mounting up at the base of the memorial. 
By this time most of the group have picked up the step and as we approach the stirring marching music 
becomes a reality as the band comes into view. A visible stiffening of backs, a raising of swinging arms 
occurs at this point with a feeling of great pride that we are able to be a part of this momentous 
Remembrance occasion is felt. We march on toward the Houses of Parliament and turn right into Great 
George Street. 
The crowds gathered along the wide pavements were far greater this year than I can remember, packed 
10 deep all along both sides of the road, waving, shouting and cheering us on. Finally we turn right into 
Horse Guards Road and here yet another military band is giving us more marching music to see us 
home. One member of the Royal Family takes our salute as we march past and this year we had Prince 
Charles on the podium. Two years ago we had the Duke of Edinburgh, our Patron. I did mention the 
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‘General Botha’ as I marched past..! Finally a right turn into Horse Guards again, the crunch of the 
stones under our feet helps keep everyone in some sort of step. We end up formed up and after a short 
while the parade starts to dissipate as we all head back home with a ‘see you next year’ farewell. For 
me a half hour walk to Victoria Coach Station and a two hour trip to Southampton is a relief just to take 
the weight off my feet after yet another wonderful experience.  
 

OLD WORCESTER – “DOG WATCH” 
The following extract from the January edition of the Dog Watch submitted by Ted Fisher. There has 
been much discussion recently about combining interests, and indeed there has been cooperation for 
many years. However, this is the fruit of hard work by the UK Branch.  
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Tauranga Classic Aviation Museum – Andy Fotheringham  
Elaine and I were in New Zealand 
for the last 4 games of the Rugby 
World Cup in October last year. 
While in Tauranga, we visited the 
Classic Aviation Museum at the 
airport. There is a very interesting 
section there dedicated to New 
Zealand’s contribution to the 
Rhodesian Bush War. Part of this 
section was a reference and plaque 
to John Nettleton VC. He was part 
of 44 “Rhodesia” Squadron. An 
interesting fact was that this 
Squadron was the first squadron to 
fly Avro Lancaster bombers on 
combat missions.  
While in Auckland, we met up 
with Rob and Susan Reid. Rob is 

happily driving ferrys in Auckland Harbour and Susan is a PA to one of the City councillors. We also 
spent time with Peter and Diane Odendaal. They are very happily settled in New Zealand and let’s hope 
their permanent residence gets approved soon.  
 
 
Space has not allowed for the inclusion of the Slop Chest this month. I think the news is worth more 
than the advertising. However, should you require a new cap or one of those magnetic car badges, then 
please contact Cape Town or Durban Branches where there is stock available and a willing seller.  
 
The Pessimist complains about the wind, the Optimist expects it to change and the Realist adjusts his 
sails.(William Arthur Ward).  
"A cloudy day is no match for a sunny disposition." (William Arthur Ward).  
"In nature there are neither rewards nor punishments; there are consequences." (Robert Green 
Ingersoll) 
(Perhaps Captain Francesco Shettino of the “Costa Concordia” would have been much wiser had he 
read these sayings before obtaining his command.)  
 
From the Scribe, wishing you all the best in the year ahead (11 months remaining!) and please book 
early for your Commissioning Day ceremony in your area, dhenwood@iafrica.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


